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Supposing further that he listens to nobody or that
his wife and children combine against the tenants, they
will not submit. They will quit if asked to do so but they
will make it clear that the land belongs to him who tills it.
The owner cannot till all the land himself and he will
have to give in to their just demands. It may, however,
be that the tenants are replaced by others. Agitation short
of violence will then continue till the replacing tenants
see their error and make common cause with the evicted
tenants. Thus Satyagraha is a process of educating public
opinion, such that it covers all the elements of society and
in the end makes itself irresistible.
The conditions necessary for the success of Satyagraha"
are : (1) The satyagrahi should not have any hatred in his
heart against the opponent. (2) The issue must be true and
substantial. (3) The satyagrahi must be prepared to suffe?
till the end.
Harijan, 31-3-'46
Q. May a non-violent man possess wealth, and if he
may, how can he keep it non-violently ?
A. He may not own any wealth, though he may pos-
sess millions. Let him hold it in trust. If he lives among
dacoits and thieves, he may possess very little, indeed
little beyond a loin-cloth. And if he does he will convert
them.
In a non-violent State there will be very few dacoits.
For the individual the golden rule is that he will own no-
thing. If I decided to settle and work among the so-called
criminal tribes, I should go to them without any belong-
ings and depend on them for my food and shelter. The
moment they feel that I am in their midst in order to
serve them, they will be my friends. In that 'attitude is
true ahimsa.
Harijan, l-9-'40